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Sullivan Shocks Herself With Golden Gate

Grand Prix Victory

In just her fourth grand prix start, this amateur exceeds all of her expectations.

Molly Sorge

JESSICA SULLIVAN had an unusual
strategy between the first round and the
jump-off of the $30,000 Golden Gate Grand
Prix. “I was tempted to pack up my tack
trunk and go home,” she quipped.
Sullivan’s nerves were on high alert.
In just her fourth grand prix start, she’d
jumped clear. “Being in the jump-off
was so far beyond anything I expected. |
got very nervous. I had no experience
going in the jump-off of a grand prix,”
she said.
“The [first-round] course was technical
enough and long, and when I crossed the
finish timers and realized I was clean, |
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Jessica Sullivan had the best ride of her career with Classic E

28

threw my hand over my mouth. I didn’t
know if I was going to scream or throw
up,” Sullivan continued.

She had one goal for the jump-off—
to cross the finish line.

“My horse isn't fast, so my plan was
just to go in and jump the jump-off and
survive. Helen McNaught went first, and |
couldn’t watch. But when I came up to the
gate, someone told me she'd retired. I
thought, ‘Oh my God! If I just finish, I'll be
second!’

“I didn’t think anything beyond just
finding the finish timers. And then I
jumped clear! I was just ecstatic. I thought
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urcpa at the $30,000 Golden Gate Grand Prix, to

for sure Liz Denny was going to go clean
and much faster than me, so I'd already
made up my mind that [ was second and 1
thought that was amazing. I couldn’t
watch her go, but I saw one of my friends
react when she had a rail. Patrick Seaton
velled to me, and we almost fell to the
ground. I couldn’t believe it! Things don't
happen like that.”

Sullivan, the only clear round in the
jump-off aboard the gray mare Classic
Europa, had won the class, July 5 in Menlo
Park, Calif. The win came after Sullivan's
three other starts at the grand prix level,
which weren't quite as auspicious.
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pping the three-horse jump-off.
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¥ n't It Normal Te Fall Off?

Sillivan dipped her o into gramd prix
waters in May at the Fickwick Summer
Classic (Cala).

"1 think we rasde it b jurap Mo, 8. 1
gor 50 excited that 1d jumped the waler,
whish was Moo 7, that | thiak 1 forgot
abot the rest of the jumps fora few mec-
onds, By the time | found the next fence, |
den't even know what happensd, bt we
mit it on tha! horrible hali-stride, and rails
wenil flying, and 1 was on the ground,” ehe
recalled,

“But | hopped right up and thought %o
miysel], “The Arst sesen jumps were awe-
sumgl” ” shi arddes, laughing,

In Sulitvan's second grand prix, she
z3id she stupped counting rails at 20 fauks,
“Baat wee fmilzhen? 1 thank the whole
wort ‘grand prix’ just friaked me owt,” said

Sukivan, ‘1 think it was all i my head,
Thee day of that fivst grand pris. | coulbdn
even eat or deink. Tput on my whits
breechies, and they looked ever whiter than
wspal tha! day. When 1 fell o im the first
e, T thought, 0K, hal’s mially nitrael,
[t's rry firel sne, of Course, it's ral going to
go well." ™

But after Suilivan gob the first Jwo
grand prix clazses out of her system, e
bravered ko Woodside, “1 thought, "Well,
retinimg could go worse, [t's only gong Lo
et bettpr froms here,” And i2 did,” she said.
I think I jus! got the neres out of my
syslem,”

Sulliean and Clazsic Eurepa jumped b
adpur-fault scorg in the $20, 000 Bayfest
crand Prig during the Bay Area Summer
F‘u.t_iwl. Jume 24-28. at the Woadside
facility in Menle Park. “For e, tha! was
Tioe winving the Olympics, after Glling off
im ke dirst one and barely surgiving the
second,” Ssllivan said

Ep, for the £30,00 Guldm Gate Classic
the follswing week, she had no expecta-
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“1 didn't know if | was going to scream or throw op”

Liom. “Tust ta bein the class was ensugh
for riee. [was nEregus and led that whole
nausens feelig,” Swllivar said,

Ehe usuilly trains with Sanfiago
Rickard, bat he was shewdng at the Sprice
Meadows (Alio ) venue this sammer, so her
good Friend Patricl Seaton helpea her &
Woodade.

"Pafrick was rernendoucly supporiive,
firm and encovraging all at the same
time,” Sulliven said.

I ¢hipped my dirst jump Schooling fiowe
the jump=sff, ana he took me aside. He
amd, “This 15 net vour first burse thow, fust
calrn down.’ And 1 god it tegether, Tt was
intimidating. [ lsad to junp off agains
Heln McHaught, whe's ridden all aver the
wiardd, and Liz denny, who was ang of i
first tralners To be s that cornpamy was
juat incredidle ™

P You Never Know

Sullivan’a goal for this year was bo move up
frivm the amater-pwnee jumpers b the
grand prix, buf when dhe Broke her hand
on Jan. 4, these plans leoked iffy. She kit
her Band an & huese's shoukder over 2
2-faot jumg.

N hit it the wromg way and broke three
banes i the hand and 3 iew ficgers. That
king of put a damiper o the beginng of
the vear And then 1 broke my thumb on
the otber hamd,” she said,

&, when Johe: Endicobt calied her in
February and told her fe bad.a grand pris
horse she might b= ioterested in, she told
Himm that i she could tide e horse with the
ferwt Engers she had working, she'd take her.

“Gelting o was the hardest panl. Shes
15 haynds, and I coulin't wee my bands o
pll mevaeli’ vp. But  jumped lver around
with my broken bands and put her o the
trick that day," said Sullivars

Clazsic Ewopa, 11, was a vetiran of
young horse and grand prx classes in
Eurgpe. "5he's heen there and done 1hat,
anl ehe's the sweetest, kindest horse T've
eoer hadl Plus, she's hig, which reakes the
Jumps look very small,” Sollivan joked.

"Bhe's very slov, and she's nol crazy
Torcy, bt theres a bt of scome. For s first
grand prix hosse, ehes perfect. My goal is
just te finish, so whal war appeating about
her was her genempsity. | can make mistakes,
and she just kesps juraping. &'s nics to have
e with & Bitof experiencs” shie saidl.

Soltissgm recalld that they went
thrugh the typical “geting to knaee each
other” phase, with its wital aps and downs
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ard davs of absalute jay and days o woe.
Aoy Sullivan got her cast off and hes
hands hagd recoversd, she stasted the mare
in the high amateur dindgion,

Sullivan, 32, hax mnly been shewing in
ke jumpers [pr four years. She'd dahbled
in the humter divigions as & junior and
yousg ailuit bt disvowered the jumpers
amd ker niche.

“Whemn | started my goal was the
madited juninrfamateur-mwmer divisian,
As soun a [ did that, T thought, ‘Maybe 1
skould try the jows.” And it kind of wenl
from there. Mever did | really think 1'd be
at the grand prix levell Every vear, when
you get the righd horses and work with the
rlght praple, vou never know how vour
doals might change,” she said.

Sullivan, of Santa Manica, Calil., sudg
at Endicodt’s bam ak first, then tramed
witl Joie Gatlia for # period beforz linding
ickard clawer to home, She teoches
Filates part time snd ridee every day with
e younger sister Tiffany, who alsc shows
im five jumpers,

“I jumped her around with
my broken hands and put
her on the truck that day.”

-=iessica Sulvan

Sbe pland to continue in th grand prix
ving with Classie Europa,

“We'll just tale it one dop at a hme and
se¢ what hoppens,” s saia,

Saillivan akso has poungs horses on their
wary up the ranks In fact, she wen the jun-
o amateur-traner JUMper classic sn her
T-year-+1d at the Golden Gate Classic,

"1 shwuld probably vetive!™ mie joked.
“Isall so unexpected, and I'm so unused
tavit all, But I'm excited to beep bringing
Bhe youmgl omes slong and Save fun in the
drand priz ning.”
WOODSIDE, CA-LILY 1-5.
REGULAR WORKING HUWTER CH Slespwali, Dins

apger

RES: Quuble Eape, FiL Fam LLC & Sue Sadier
AMATER- (WHER HISveR CH: Doubls faghe, FOL Form
LLC & Sue Seafigr,

Rt Chande OF Mo, Sovsttn Farm

PRi-Ghepy HUNTER L ek Peail, dstie Paloesush & A

2N

RES: Dunamice, worler House.

ADULT AMATERR WunfER, 18-15 op Bhack Peal gtk
Patisrson g gin Janes.

RS Pumsl] Sy MoGuire,

ADUIT ANWTTLR: RUNTER. M-an iH: Skepsely, [ane

Feager.
RES; Lmndneagk, Cimmer bohin,
ASINT AMATELR HUNTER, o o OVER {H: Phmon, Tha
Doban Famly,
BEE Antraation, Kram Kendill.
Cpntnuid &0 age 30

Fi'



	ChronicleOfHorse_Sullivan_0001
	ChronicleOfHorse_Sullivan_0002

